
Scientific paper authorship ethics 

Researchers (paper authors) should ensure that only those individuals who meet authorship 

criteria (i.e. made a substantial contribution to the work) are rewarded with authorship and that 

deserving authors are not omitted; 

All authors should agree to be listed and should approve the submitted and accepted versions of 

the publication. Any change to the author list should be approved by all authors including any 

who have been removed from the list; 

All authors should have read and been familiar with the reported work and should ensure that 

publications follow the principles set out in these guidelines; 

Authors should work with the editor or publisher to correct their work promptly if errors or 

omissions are discovered after publication; 

Authors of material have a responsibility to inform the Publisher promptly if they become aware 

that the paper submitted, approved for publication or already published requires correcting; 

Authors are not allowed to copy references from other publications if they have not read the 

cited work; authors should represent the work of others accurately in citations and quotations; 

Relevant previous work and publications, both by other researchers and the authors’ own, should 

be properly acknowledged and referenced. The primary literature should be cited where possible; 

replication of previous works and their paraphrasing are not allowed: they may be used only as a 

foundation for new conclusions; 

Data, text, figures or ideas originated by other researchers should be properly acknowledged and 

should not be presented as if they were the authors’ own. Original wording taken directly from 

publications by other researchers should appear in quotation marks with the appropriate 

citations; 

Applicable copyright laws and conventions should be followed. Copyright material (e.g. tables, 

figures or extensive quotations) should be reproduced only with appropriate permission and 

acknowledgement. 

 


